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property, when disorder broke out in their ranks*
Abdul Rahman tried in vain to restore discipline and
reassure the troops but while he was moving before and
leading the ranks and gathering them again together,
he was hit and killed by an enemy arrow, and he fell
from his horse. Alarm and disorder then ruled in the
Muslim army; the Franks pressed hard on the Muslims,
and their ranks suffered much loss but they maintained
their position till night fell when the two armies were
separated with no decisive victory on either side. This
happened on October 21, 732 A.D. (early in Ramadan.
114 AH.).16
At this juncture dispute and dissension burst out
among the leaders of the Muslim army. Opinions
differed, minds were excited and apprehension and
alarm spread. The leaders finding that there was no
hope of victory decided to retire at once, and imme-
diately left their positions in the depth of the night
and under cover of the darkness withdrew towards the
south to their bases in Septimania, leaving their heavy
objects and most of their spoils to the enemy. At
dawn next day Karl and his ally Eudo, noticing the
quietness of the Arab camp, advanced cautiously and
found it vacant with the exception of a number of
wounded men who could not accompany the retreating
army; these were killed on the spot. Karl apprehend-
ing snare or strategy, contented himself wjteh the retire-
ment of the enemy and therefore did not dare pursue
it and retired with his army to the north.
This is the most precise account of the events of
that famous battle according to the various reports.
We will now give first the Prankish ecclesiastical chro-
nicle and then the Muslim chronicle.
As for the Prankish ecclesiastical chronicle, it is
marred by exaggeration, partiality and fanaticism. It
depicts the misfortunes brought on France and Chris-
tendom by the Saracen invasion in gloomy colours, and
gives lengthy details. One chronicle says; "When